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The Soham Boys’ Brigade has been part of the history of Soham since it was formed in 1925. It originally met in a room lent to the group by Mr Roger Clark at The Mill (Lion Mills) which was described at the time as cold and draughty.

The first Captain was a school master at Soham Shade School called Captain Stanley George Thompson. He was known as being a strict but fair minded man. He later became a squadron leader in the RAF in WW2. He died in 1980. He worked hard raising funds and on the 9th October 1929 the Soham BB bought its own hall in Paddock Street, Soham. The hall cost £550 and was formerly Cutlacks and Harlocks Brewery. It was described as a spacious and well lighted room and suitable for the BB having been renovated to a high standard.

In 1928 he was in Soham on the recreational ground as the Company was being inspected by the Mayor of Ipswich. The lads were keen on sports and gave a PE display at the Suffolk Show in Bury St Edmunds in 1929. 
In the company then was Jack Hayhoe who went onto to be a Justice of the Peace in Newmarket, Jackie Bishop who made a name for himself in boxing and later was killed in WW2 and Eric Isaacson who use to run the local Soham butchers shop in Hall Street, Soham.

Captain Thompson was subsequently promoted to Head Teacher at Sawston Falkner School and as soon as he moved from Soham to Sawston he approached the local church to explain the benefits of starting a BB company in Sawston.
On the 2nd November 1928 the 1st Soham BB travelled to Sawston and put on a concert and gym display in the Boys School, Sawston with the proceeds going towards starting a BB company in Sawston. This indeed happened and the 1st Sawston BB was formed in 1928 based at the then Sawston Congregational Church (now URC) and is still meeting today.

The Soham BB declined in the 1930s and it is believed closed by the end of the decade.

I do not know what happened to the Hall in Paddock Street except it is now a residential accommodation.
The Soham BB was re-started in the 1980s by Georgina Newell, based at Soham Methodist Church and remains today as a group of boys and girls (the BB admitted girls in the 1990s) under the BB motto of “Sure and Steadfast”.

Today the group is small and is led by leaders who travel each week from Sawston to keep the company going. 
In 2023 five young people – 3 from Soham and 2 from Sawston achieved their Bronze Dofe Award and were awarded their certificate by the Soham Town Mayor in March 2023.

Today our activities today include crafts, games, cooking, trips to Ely Cathedral, first aid and art. 

We have a simple uniform of a polo and fleece and the programme is often determined by the young people themselves.

We receive wonderful support and encourage from everyone at Soham Methodist Church.

